
Solar Wise Frequently Asked Questions

What is community solar and the Solar Wise project?
Community solar is a cost-effective way for Co-op Light & Power (CLP) members to purchase renewable, 
locally produced, solar energy. Rather than individual members installing a solar array at their home or 
business, CLP will own and maintain a larger, community, solar array, and sell the generation output to CLP 
members. Community solar also allows you to purchase a portion of your future energy usage at today’s 
energy prices, essentially locking in the current energy rate, offsetting rate adjustments you will experience 
over the next 25 years.

Solar Wise is the brand name of CLP’s community solar project.

Why is CLP investing in Solar Wise?
CLP’s commitment to environmental stewardship, the growing member demand for cleaner energy options, 
and changes in energy legislation, and are the driving forces in our decision to launch Solar Wise. 

Who can participate in Solar Wise?
Solar Wise will be available to all CLP members, regardless of their rate classification.  
 
Where will the Solar Wise array be located? 
The Solar Wise array will be located on land that is owned by CLP, adjacent to the Clover Valley substation.

How big will the Solar Wise array be?
Solar Wise will consist of 65 – 440 Watt panels. The panels are manufactured by Ten K Solar, and will be 
installed by Viking Electric, both Minnesota based companies. The nameplate capacity of the array is 28.7 
kW. Important note: A 28.7 kW production is achieved if the sun is shining all day, every day, 365 days a 
year, with zero cloud cover. 

How much does a subscription to Solar Wise cost? 
Each full panel will cost $1,200. This amount entitles the subscriber to an energy credit on their general ser-
vice meter, equal to the current residential general service electric retail rate, based on the average genera-
tion of all subscribed panels. 

How many panels can each member subscribe to?
CLP members can subscribe to a maximum of 5 panels. The total generation output can not exceed a 
member’s rolling three-year average of energy consumption. 

Can I buy a half panel subscription?
With the initial rollout of Solar Wise, CLP members must subscribe to one full panel. Members that are 
interested in a half panel will be put on a wait list. If all 65 panels are not subscribed, CLP will contact the 
members on the wait list and review any additional options that may be available.

If the sun doesn’t shine all day, every day, how much energy do you expect each panel will produce?
Based on the output of the array located at CLP’s headquarters building, we anticipate each Solar Wise 
panel will produce an approximate average of 450 kWh per year. 



Can I track the real-time production of Solar Wise generation?
Yes. CLP will have a live feed on their website, and on a monitor in their headquarters building.

When do you apply the energy credit?
CLP’s billing department will apply the energy credit each month to the subscribers’ monthly CLP bill for 
general service electricity. The amount of energy credit will vary based on the actual generation each 
month. For example, the shortest days of December should generate much less energy than the longest 
days of June. 

What if the average generation exceeds my monthly usage?
The annual energy credit can not exceed the actual annual energy usage. Within the calendar year, any net 
energy credit will be carried over to the next month’s billing cycle. Important note: If there is a net energy 
credit at the end of the year (December 31), that net energy credit will not be carried over to the following 
year, and the subscriber will forfeit any net energy credit from the previous year. 

What if I move?
If you move to another location within CLP’s service territory, your subscription will move with you to your 
new location. If you move outside of CLP’s service territory, you can transfer or sell the panel output to 
another eligible CLP member, friend, family member, or organization that is a member of CLP. 

Am I eligible for state or federal tax credits/incentives?
No. Any available tax credits/incentives were already calculated into the cost of each panel subscription.

Does Solar Wise generate electricity when the power goes out?
No. Solar Wise is tied directly into CLP’s distribution system. For safety reasons, the system’s inverters will 
sense a loss of power and the array will shut down. This will prevent serious injury or fatality of anyone that 
comes in contact with the system during a power outage.

Will the Solar Wise project be subsidized by the CLP membership as a whole?
Possibly. Because we cannot guarantee how many hours a day the sun will shine over the next 25 years, and 
because we cannot guarantee how much electricity rates will increase over the next 25 years, we cannot 
definitively answer that question. Additionally, we cannot predict what the total maintenance and upkeep of 
the system will be.

Your CLP Board of Directors is committed to environmental stewardship, and they believe we need to lead 
by example. Your CLP Board of Directors has agreed to invest a maximum of $20,000 in the initial electrical 
grid interconnection, and for a portion of the ongoing operations and maintenance, over 25 years.  

What happens at the end of 25 years?
The asset will remain the co-ops at the end of the 25 years. At that time, we will evaluate our options based 
on the performance of the panels and the technology available in 2042. The panels could be replaced, re-
commissioned for more years of service, or decommissioned (removed) and the site returned to its previous 
use. Each individual Solar Wise subscription entered into in 2017 has a term of 25 years, and CLP will only 
guarantee an energy credit through those 25 years. 

How do I sign up?
Simply call CLP today at 834.2226 or 800.580.5881 and ask for Sarah or Chris. They will walk you through 
the agreement, and get you ready to go. Commissioning of the array is scheduled for May, 2017, and en-
ergy credits will be calculated based on the first full month of generation.

Panels will be sold on a first come, first served basis. Eligible participants must sign the CLP Solar Wise 
License Agreement, and return it with their payment. You can pay by cash, check or credit. CLP may offer 
short-term financing if necessary.


