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Town Board Meeting July 11, 2019

Call to order:  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisors Rolf Carlson, Penny Morton, Corlis West, Michael Kahl and John Schifsky were present.  

Approve Minutes from the June 13, 2019 Town Board meeting:  Corlis made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted, John Schifsky seconded.  Michael Kahl noted a correction on page 2, Road training was the 27th not the 22nd of June.  With that correction the minutes were approved unanimously.  

Approve Agenda:  There were no additions to the agenda.  

Finances:  The Treasurer reported a beginning balance of $382,147.40, deposits of $5,237.80 and expenses of $61,034.23 for an ending balance of $326,350.97.  Claims were reviewed which included the next fire hall addition loan payment of $26,088.84, all bills were approved for payment, the claims list for approval and payroll documents were signed.  Corlis made a motion to approve the treasurers report as submitted, Michael seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Public Comment:  
· 	Knife River Community Forest Group representative Laura Stone spoke on the plans to purchase 10 acres of property along the Knife River watershed and gift it to the Knife River Community center for inclusion in the trail system.  The purpose of their visit was to ask Duluth Township if the remaining 70 acres of property available for ownership was purchased through grants would the Township take ownership of the property.  The anticipated purchase price of the remaining property is $500,000 and as of now the Knife River group has grant opportunities totaling $700,000 which would leave funds available to allow the township to make the land more accessible by adding trails, parking and public toilets.  Corlis asked if there was a critical date when our decision would be needed and what plans were there for the property, would it be put into conservation or a land trust.  The Knife River Group is thinking August or September is when they would need the Town’s decision.  The Knife River Group can form a land trust on its own, Minnesota Land Trust is not interested in a 10 acre parcel however they might be more interested in an 80 acre parcel.  
	If the Township is going to make this formal it should be known that the township does not want to take on the added responsibility of managing the property.  What the township needs before a decision can be made is a detailed proposal in writing.  What are the future plans as far as management, who will be responsible and how will the management be funded.  What improvements will be made to the property, what grants will be applied for and what are you asking from the township both now and in the future.  What is the current zoning is there a road access or wetlands?  Right now it is a lovely piece of property however the board’s concern is those kinds of legal details that need to be put in writing, we need to see what we will be getting into before we will be comfortable signing off on this.  
	Julie Johnson thanked the board for allowing the Advocates of the Knife River Watershed to use the Town Hall and the Community Room for their meetings.  

Department Reports
Police:  Report was e-mailed.

Fire:  We had truck driving training at the North Shore Community School put on by the Lake Superior College and paid by a grant.  The training was excellent with a substantial number of people driving the course.  Pool fills continue.  

Planning and Zoning:  Our annual Storm Water presentation will be in August and the Directors report was provided by e-mail to each board member.  

Legal:  Discussion on attorneys and Minnesota Association of Townships (MAT) available resources.  Michael will contact MAT for information.  

Roads:  
· Dust Control:  dust issues on township roads, mainly Clover Valley Drive.  Is there a more environmentally safe product available to use on the roads?  Areas where chloride has habitually been placed are in poorer condition than places where chloride is not used.  
· The first grading of the year is just now being completed.  

Town Hall
· The new exit signs have been installed in the main hall.   
· Generator test has been done, not all circuits in the town hall are being handled by the generator.  Penny will check into a generator maintenance contract.  
· AED:  Corlis made a motion to purchase an AED for $1000.00 to be placed in the Community Room, Penny seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Emergency Operations:  Nothing to report

Materials Management
· Someone is sneaking bailing twine, laundry baskets and non-recyclable materials into the recycling bins.  

Cemetery:  Not much to report.

Communications:  
· News Letter Editor:  Don would like to retire as newsletter editor.  Thank you Don for all the years you gave to the township as an excellent editor.  Suggestions for Don’s replacement included but were not limited to:  Possibly combine Web and Newsletter or maybe the Arts and Heritage group or a small committee might be interested in taking it on.  Possibly make it a stipend position. 

Personnel:  Nothing to report

Old Business
· Do we need some kind of lock up for the portable mikes?  Is there a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for their use?  
· Dog hearings:  Letters were written to the dog owners, they are now on notice.    

New Business:  No new business 

Correspondence

Calendar Events and Meeting Schedule
· Town Board Meeting August 8, 2019
· County Commissioner Election August 13, 2019 7:00 AM – 8:00 PM

Adjournment: 8:15 PM Corlis made a motion to adjourn, Penny seconded.  Motion passed.  
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