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Town Board Meeting 
September 12, 2019

Call to order:  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisors Rolf Carlson, Corlis West, Michael Kahl and John Schifsky were present, Penny Morton was absent.  

Approve Minutes from the August 8, 2019 Town Board meeting:  John Schifsky made a motion to approve the minutes as distributed, Corlis seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Approve Agenda:  Corlis made a motion to approve the agenda as printed, John seconded motion passed unanimously.

Finances:  The Treasurer reported a beginning balance of $518,757.63, deposits of $40,536.93 and expenses of $45,831.04 for an ending balance of $513,463.52.  Claims were reviewed with a question on claim 2116 Brent’s Biffies.   Corlis made a motion to decline claim 2116 for now until we find out the story behind it, John seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  Rolf will contact Brent’s.  With the exception of claim 2116 the remaining claims were approved for payment, claims list for approval and payroll documents were signed.  It was noted our 2020 Town Aid of $1,192 would be made in two payments (July and December).  

Public Speaker:  Laura Stone from the Knife River Community Forest Group was unavailable.  

Department Reports
	Police:  
· Dog Complaint (Turbo) 2nd violation 
· Dog Complaint (Rev) 2nd violation:  Rev has been taken home twice since September 3rd.  The owners need to be notified that the dog needs to stay home.  

The fine for a 2nd violation of the animal ordinance 101096 is $100.00.  John suggested we go forth with Turbo who’s violation was witnessed.  Rev’s violation was not witnessed and the person who found Rev did not formally complain.  Michael made a motion that we find Turbo in a 2nd violation of the animal control ordinance, John seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  John made a motion to send Rev’s owners a notice to appear at the next Town Board meeting to discuss their animal’s violation of the animal control ordinance Michael seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

	Fire:  
· We received a letter from the PERA Fire Fighter pension fund notifying us that we are currently over funded and suggest we make a formal request asking them to run a cost analysis.  We are requesting the Boards approval and signature as the sponsoring Township.  
· Every so often the Steam Train will do a photo opportunity and stop by the Homestead Road.  In the past they have requested the fire department come down and fill the steam train with water.  As part of a service to the community we fill swimming pools and are given a donation to cover the cost of running the vehicles and using the town’s hoses to spray water.  While we do use these opportunities as training we do not have a contract to fill the steam train and if we are going to do this on a regular basis it would be nice to be able to bill the company for the service.  Using the contract we currently have with the DNR a reasonable cost would be $250 per hour for one truck.  Corlis made the motion that if it comes up again the board feels it would be appropriate to request a financial contribution of the Scenic Railway, Michael seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

	Planning and Zoning:
· Storm Water instructor training
· Director’s Report Looking Back/Looking Forward is tabled until the October 10th Board meeting.  
· St. Louis County:  2 tax forfeit properties for sale.  

	Legal:
· One week ago the Bille case was argued before the MN Supreme court so now we sit and wait to hear the outcome. 

	Roads: 
· A call and complaint about individuals on the West Clover Valley Road spinning tires and ripping up the roads. 
· Trying to get the fall grading done, first the roads were too dry now they are too wet.  
· Old rusty culverts have been removed.  

	Town Hall:
· General Insurance documents will go to Penny.  
· Corlis is going to have the water system chlorinated.  
· Janitor sink in the closet has been plumbed and now works, the back splash needs to be installed which is next on the list.  

	Emergency Operations:  A firewise presentation is being planned.  

	Materials Management:  Garbage is being dumped.  

	Cemetery:  Nothing to report.

	Communications:  
· Newsletter Editor Stipend:  It is going to be difficult to find someone to replace what Don McTavish has done for the last 20 years.  John made a motion that the board of supervisors earmark $1500 for the year 2020 as a stipend to offer as compensation, that number is negotiable, Corlis seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

	Personnel:  Nothing to report.  

Old Business:  No old business at this meeting

New Business:  St. Louis County HUD amendment signed.   

Correspondence
· Duluth/Superior touchstone award. 
· Annual pipeline safety information 

Calendar Events and Meeting Schedule
· Town Board Meeting October 10, 2019
· Harvest Dinner October 12, 2019
· Cleaning up the rain garden this coming Saturday 

Adjournment:  Michael made a motion to adjourn, John seconded.  Motion passed unanimously at 7:40 pm. 
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